
New Sowela Plane Revealed

Sowela Technical Community 
College’s Boeing 727-200 training 
aircraft has taken on a whole new 
look through a generous donation of 
labor and materials from Landlocked 
Aviation Services. 

The aircraft, which was donated 
to Sowela by FedEx, is utilized for 

instructional purposes in Sowela’s Aviation Maintenance Technology program. The aircraft has been stored on 
the tarmac at the Chennault International Airport since its arrival and has been exposed to the weather on a 
daily basis, with the exterior paint deteriorated to the point of needing major improvements. 

“Sowela’s Boeing 727 looks amazing,” stated Dr. Neil Aspinwall, Chancellor of Sowela. “Landlocked Aviation 
Services did a fantastic job refinishing the exterior of the jet. The jet will now be located closer to the Sowela 
aviation program hangar so the students can have easier access while working on the mechanical and 
electrical systems of the plane. I am very thankful to Landlocked Aviation Services and Chennault International 
Airport for their assistance with the completion of this project. This is another great business partnership that 
benefits Sowela’s students.”

Runway Funding Secured

The U.S. Department of Transportation has 
announced that Chennault International Airport 
will receive a $4.7 million grant from the Federal 
Aviation Administration. 

Chennault’s 10,702-foot runway has been 
undergoing renovations to replace pavement that 
has reached the end of its useful life. 

This grant will provide funding for the final of five 
phases, which includes the reconstruction of the 
north 850 feet of the runway. 

Tenant Spotlight: Landlocked Aviation Services

Landlocked Aviation Services leads the aviation 
refurbishment and painting industry with its flagship location 
at Chennault International Airport. 

The company specializes in painting a variety of commercial, 
private and military aircraft, and recently donated labor and 
materials to repaint Sowela’s 727-200 training aircraft. 

Landlocked Aviation Services also has three hangar 
spaces to house multiple narrow- and wide-body aircraft 
for refurbishment. For more information, visit www.
landlockedaviation.com.

New Board Member: Rico Guillory

Rico Guillory was recently appointed to the Chennault International 
Airport Authority board of commissioners. 

A native of Lake Charles, he graduated from McNeese State 
University in 2000 with a bachelor’s degree in plant process 
technology. 

Guillory worked at PPG Industries for ten years before starting the 
construction company RPG Investments, LLC, which constructs 
residential and commercial properties.

www.chennault.org


